
The King Calls us to Himself and to Mission! 
Our Response – Week 30 – Encounter Jesus in One Another! 

The Objective: To make your home a place where Jesus is encountered on a regular basis.   

Background: All of us want to encounter Jesus as we live our lives.  That happens in many ways: at 

Mass, reading scripture, adoration, personal prayer time, etc.  At the recently concluded World Meeting 

of Families, in his closing Mass homily, Pope Francis encouraged families around the world to be a 

“place of encounter, of sharing, of going forth from ourselves to welcome others and stand beside 

them.  The family is the first place where we learn to love.  Let us not allow the family to be poisoned by 

the toxins of selfishness, individualism, today’s culture of indifference and waste, and as a result lose it’s 

very DNA, which is the spirit of acceptance and service.”  

Take a few minutes this week and ponder Pope Francis’ call to all families.  If we seek to make Jesus the 

King of our heart and home, then this week’s activity goes to the very heart of that goal.  This week we 

focus on being Jesus, being the best version of ourselves, to one another in the place that should be the 

safest and most uplifting place we spend time in every day.  We want our families to be places of 

positive encounter with one another as we seek to let Jesus shine his light and life on those we live with 

(but ultimately extending out in our workplaces, social circles, our parish). 

What to Do:  The first part of this week’s activity takes place during your personal prayer time.  Ask the 

Holy Spirit to guide you and those you live with to look anew at what it means to be family; that “first 

place where we learn to love.”  Seek the grace that will allow you to see, hear and relate to those you 

live with as Jesus would do.  From this place of prayer, seek to live each day this week allowing those 

you live with to encounter Jesus through you.  Let the light of Christ shine in, through and around you as 

you interact with those you live with – allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you in loving them as Jesus 

would do.  This is what Pope Francis is getting at when he speaks of making our homes places of 

encounter.  

Secondly, find time this week, at meal time, when riding in the car, etc. when you can spend time in 

conversation using one or more of these questions:  1)  How have you experienced God active in your 

life this week (be specific)? … or … 2)  How have you seen God working through you or someone else 

this week (be specific)? 

As we begin to live with “eyes of faith,” we begin to be more and more aware that God is always 

intimately engaged with His creation.  We begin to be attentive and see the infinite number of ways 

that He manifests his love and presence in our world and in our lives.  This week, in our home especially, 

we want to seek to encounter Jesus in and through those we live with.  We want to both offer that 

encounter with Jesus, and receive that encounter with Jesus in our homes.  Taking time to reflect on 

this together using the above questions, will allow us to make our hearts and homes come alive with 

the presence of Jesus, as we encourage and lift up those we live with.  And, of course, what we 

experience in the home, can’t help spill out into the world we inhabit every day as we let the light and 

life of Jesus shine through us and into the lives of all those we encounter. 

Parents:  Remind your children about the sanctuary our homes are intended to be, where we can be 

safe and nurtured without fear. Invite them into both parts of this activity and encourage them to be 

Jesus’ eyes, ears, hands and feet as they let Jesus love the rest of the family through them. Help them 

see that their family is truly supposed to be a place where Jesus is encountered.  Come Holy Spirit!  


